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BYEDWIN D. RIOS
DAILYNEWS WRITER

BLISTERING summer
heat. Music blasting from
the streets. Kids playing in
open fire hydrants. Cooking
on thegrill.

These are the moments
Brazilian artist Anderson
Zaca spent five years captur-
ing on film, taking photos of
summertime block parties
throughout the city — from
Crown Heights, Brooklyn,
to East Harlem in Manhat-
tan.

“Everyone has a story to
tell about their blocks,” said
Zaca, 34, who unveils his
project, “Block Party: Soul
of Summer” today at the
1158Dean art gallery in
CrownHeights.

The exhibit chronicles
block parties across the five
boroughsandZaca—whois
also writing a book about
the urban mainstays —
hopes his photographs of
will add to the history of the
city.

The inspiration for the
project came one afternoon
in the summer of 2006,
when Zaca stepped out of
his Crown Heights apart-
ment and saw a block party
for the first time.

“In Brazil, we don’t have
anything like it,” he said.
“To me, it’s very intriguing
how people interact with
eachother.”

Originally from São Pau-
lo, Brazil, Zaca started snap-
ping photos with his
35-mm. camera and has
since shot more than 8,000
photos at more than 300
blockparties citywide.

“You see New Yorkers

like you don’t see New
Yorkers everyday,” he said
of the parties. “Every block
party I go, it’s like seeing a
different family.”

“It’s tough as an artist,
but I do it because I love to
take pictures,” he said. “It’s
mycalling.”

1158Dean gallery owner
Gary Fray, who is showing
the exhibit from his brown-
stone workspace, noticed
poster-sized images the pho-
tographer posted in Brook-
lyn while walking through
his Crown Heights neigh-
borhood — and was im-
pressed.

“His photos really cap-
ture the grittiness of the
New York streets,” said
Fray, 48. “He’s keeping
NewYork real.”

For Zaca, each block par-
tyhas itsown flavor.

In Brooklyn, children
seemed to flock the streets.
Uptown, crowds were larg-
er — but more adults rev-
elled in themusic.

What intrigues Zaca
mostaboutNewYorkblock
parties is the shared happi-
nessofneighbors.

“The block party is that
one time when you see that
smile from the beginning of
the block to the end,” he
said.

At a block party in Bush-
wick last week, Zaca saw a
young woman in a wheel-
chair carrying four kids
through sprinklers — and
snapped as many photos as
he could, until his camera
ranout of film.

“It’s almost like you have
to get that one feeling every
year,” he said. “I get that
feelingwitheachblock.”

BYMARKMORALES
DAILYNEWS WRITER

PROSPECTIVE LONG Island College
Hospital nursing students are up in arms
overadecisionto end theprogram.

An online petition has been circulating
among potential nurses who applied for
the two-yearassociatesprogram offeredby

the longstanding teachinghospital.
After the hospital was bought by SUNY

Downstate Medical Center, prospective
students were told there would be no class
for this year—orpossibly ever.

“I’m upset,” said Carolyn Faulknor, 24,
of East Flatbush who was one of the orga-
nizers of a petition that was sent to local
politicians calling for the reinstatement of
the program. “This will cause a delay and
moremoney to bespent.”

SUNY officials said they are not autho-
rized to give out two-year degrees because
theyonly runa four-yearprogram.

Theirprimary focus,Downstate officials

said, has been to broker a deal with other
local colleges to graduate remaining stu-
dents.

“It’s one of the oldest nursing schools in
thecountryand it’sa tradition.We’d like to
continue it but we just don’t know if it’ll
happen,” said SUNY Downstate spokes-
manRonNajman.

“I understand the feelings of the stu-
dents but as soon as we understood we
couldn’t have the fall classes, we did reach
out to themand informthem,”he said.

Prospective studentsweren’tbuying it.
“You planned the merger but you didn’t

plan what you were going to do with the

students?” said Nadege Sanon, 32, of
Queens Village. “They shouldn’t play with
our lives, our careers and our futures like
that.”

Lirina Chpitalnik, 29 of Kensington,
worried that science classes she took at an-
other school toward her nursing degree
would soon expire and not transfer to an-
otherprogram.

“This school is my only chance right
now for a productive and happy future,”
said Chpitalnik. “If I had known about this
situation last year when they knew about it
then I would have started on the road to ap-
plying to other schoolsa long timeago.”

He sees city’s soul
in its block parties

These are just
two of the
photographs
taken by
Brazilian
Anderson
Zaca chroni-
cling block
parties across
the city. They
are part of a
new exhibit at
1158Dean art
gallery in
Crown
Heights.

BROOKLYN NEWS

Nursing students feel sick
Rage as hospital
chops program
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BROOKLYN NEWS
SEE YOUR BABY 
IN THE PAPER
Mail your baby’s pic-
ture, with the baby’s 
name, place and date 
of birth (must be less 
than 18 months old), address and phone 
number (required) to:
Brooklyn Baby Faces 
c/o Daily News, 4 New York Plaza, 
New York, N.Y. 10004
Or send an email to:
babyfaces@nydailynews.com
Note: Space considerations limit the number 
of pictures featured. Send clear, high-resolu-
tion photos. No paper printouts. No models, 
please. Photos cannot be returned. 
Compiled by Lillian Rizzo

BABY
FACES

Kaylin Faith Howie 
Dec. 24, 2009

Christopher Rocco Guidicipietro
July 17, 2010

Kiara Naiyalah Moore
Nov. 2, 2009

Daniel Sepulveda
Sept. 28, 2010

Giancarlo DePasquale
July 26, 2010

Conor James Howie 
Dec. 24, 2009

Noelia Marie Lamberty 
March 28, 2011

Rocco (Rocky) and Theresa Parra
Celebrating 70 years of wedded bliss

Gemma Santarsiero 
Celebrating 100 years

Rosa Colletta 
Celebrating 100 years

Carmen Tull 
Celebrating 96 years

Pasquale Lavorino 
Celebrating 95 years

Ruth and Noel Grebinger 
Celebrating 60 years of wedded bliss

Frank and Dotty Urello 
Celebrating 64 years of wedded bliss

Mail your pictures of seniors over 90 or 
wedding anniversaries over 50 years, with 
your address and phone number (required) 
to: Senior Milestones, Daily News, 
4 New York Plaza, New York, N.Y. 10004 
or email to seniors@nydailynews.com. 
Send clear, high-resolution photos; 
no paper printouts. No models. 
Photos cannot be returned. The Daily News 
cannot guarantee when your photo will 
be used.

SENIOR 
MILESTONES
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